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FLYING TIMES
The Official Newsletter of the Valley RC Flying Club

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
by Chester Williams
Hello everyone.  It’s almost time for the 24th 
Annual Ray Gordon Memorial Jumbo Fly-in.  
It’s going to be held at the field on Friday, June 
20th & Saturday, June 21st.  This means we’re 
going to be really busy for the next three 
weeks.
First up is the field work day on Saturday, June 
7th.  Please plan to come and be there by at 
least 9AM.  Bring rakes, shovels, hammers, 
nails, brush cutters, weed trimmers, trash 
bags, etc.  We’ve got to get the place in shape 
and looking good.  Ideally, all that will be left 
to do the day before the fly-in is to give it one 
last mowing and lay out the ground markers & 
barriers.
We also need to work on the safety fence.  I’ve 
gone to a few places and have collected some 
information about what’s available and what it 
will cost.  Hopefully we’ll be able to make a purchasing decision at the June meeting and have the materials on had 
for the work day.
Other field-related observations:

• One of the picnic tables is unstable/wobbly and needs to be braced up or discarded.
• We need to replace one or two of our signs and add at least one more te!ing people that they can’t use the field/facilities 

without a club member being present.  (In other words… No Trespassing!)
• The junk around the “fire pit” needs to be hauled off.
• The &equency board and pins are in need of replacement.
• We need to inspect the foot bridge and make any repairs that are needed.
• The ta! grass and weeds need to be cut down around the creek and in the parking area by the port-a-john.

On the two days of the fly-in itself there are a number of tasks that need to be performed:
• Se!ing concessions.
• Cooking hamburgers and hot dogs.
• Se!ing raffle tickets.
• Contro!ing/assisting spectators.
• Contro!ing/assisting pilots.
• Contro!ing car traffic & parking.
• Running the impound.
• Registering pilots.
• PA announcing.
• Etc.

There’s a lot to do, and we need to give Jim Stogdale and Pete Shifflett all the help we can.
That’s all for now.  Have a great June!

Images from the field
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PARK FLYERS ARE OUR FUTURE CLUB MEMBERS!!
I know that many of you have seen these little flying 
contraptions at your local park or ball field.  They look 
small and cheap and they are sold by the dozens and 
many first time flyers have taken these planes out to the 
field and had limited success. They fly them for a few 
times until they are crashed beyond repair.  You throw 
them away and get another one.  Many of us feared that 
they were taking over and not really providing a 
network to form a local group.  Many were just doing it 
in there back yard.
The other fear has been that there was no frequency 
control and that was a big riff with the local AMA club 
members.  You could walk in to Radio Shack or Wal-
Mart anywhere across this country and purchase one.  
Go out to any open area you wanted to and fly it.  Out 
of ignorance that individual might have been within a 
mile or so of an AMA club which would be flying on the 
same frequency. The end result could have been a very 
cheap park flyer plane shooting down a really expensive 
AMA plane. There was no information about the AMA 
or how to locate your local flying 
club to join when you purchased 
one of these.  
That was then…in 2001.  Now…At 
lot has been done and many, many 
advancements have taken place 
since those early days of ready to 
fly park flyers came on the scene.    
So what exactly is a park flyer?  
According to the AMA it is defined 
as “Park Flyer models will  weigh two pounds or less and 
be incapable of reaching speeds greater than 60 mph. 
They must be electric or rubber powered, or of any 
similar quiet means of propulsion. Models should be 
remotely controlled or flown with a control line, remain 
within the pilot’s line of sight at all times, and always be 
flown safely by the operator”.
This new class of AMA members should be welcomed 
at any AMA club.  I hope that will be the case with our 
club.  They pay a smaller fee in dues to the AMA and 
they receive a quarterly magazine dedicated to only park 
flyer information.   They are still covered by the AMA 
insurance but to a lesser amount.  (Reason would deduce 
that a 2 lb plane would do a lot less damage than a 55 lb 
plane.)   
Now, with the help of leader members like myself and 
the AMA, FCC, and the IHSA many manufactures have 
stepped up to the plate and made BIG changes to how 
the park flyers are regulated. First big change is a step to 
introduce a new membership packet for the advertising 

campaign.  Now all new park flyers that are sold and 
meet the qualifications for this program have a LOGO 
attached.  
This logo along with the words “LEGAL AIRCRAFT” 
will help identify aircraft that meets the specification 
for inclusion in the Park Pilot Program. If you are not 
familiar with this program log onto parkflyer.org and 
learn all about it.  A kit is available from the AMA we 
site for all clubs.  This info show you how to join or 
form your own local park flyer club.  This logo that is 
now on a l l l ega l to use park f l ye r s a i rc raf t 
documentation.
The other good news is that most of all manufactures 
are switching to the Spectrum technology.  This will be 
a industry standard by 2009.  If you are not familiar 
with Spectrum, then do yourself a favor and log onto 
the web and read all about it.  It will revolutionize the 
industry.  By this time next year that want be a 72 MHz 
radio sold in the USA. 
I recently attended the Joe Nall in Woodruff, SC and 

with over 600+ registered pilots on 
the first day of the event only a 
handful (about 30) were using 72 
MHz radios.  By the second day of 
the 4 day event they finally made 
an announcement and said that the 
impound was no long gong to be 
staffed by personnel and that the 
30 pilots that were using the 72 
band would be on the honor 
system to police it themselves.  

The remaining 570 pilots were all keeping their radios 
with them and turning them on when ever they wanted 
to.  That was for the first time in my 30+ years of radio 
control a very weird feeling seeing all those transmitter 
laying all over the place in the pit area.  This will 
become the norm rather than the exception.
So embracing anyone who shows an interest in RC 
flying should be our motto.  We need to make sure we 
welcome these new park flyers to our site.  We need to 
make sure that we talk to them and help them advance 
on to a typical RC plane.  Remember, not everyone can 
afford a $300 trainer much less a $7000 aerobatic plane.  
Let these guys come on board and they will help 
volunteer for club activities and support our local effort 
as well.  Not to mention they will be helping our local 
treasury as well.
Thanks for listening,

Tim Blankenship
Flight Training Director
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SAFETY NOTE
by: Daryl Tonini

In the June  2008 Model Aviation, Dave Gee’s column (p116), 
“Safety Comes First” recounts the tale of a one man engine start-
up losing throttle control which progressed to throwing the 
nylon prop blades and resulted in a badly damaged motor 
installation but with no injuries to the hapless R.C.’er.

The teller of the tale reminds us about some safety rules which 
bear repeating:

- Never use props you don’t know or are damaged, crashed or aged;

- Avoid running an airplane engine alone.  Use a helper or a “stooge” 
system to hold the plane;

- Don’t hang out in the rotation arc of the prope!er.  Make a habit to 
keep clear of this danger zone as much as possible;

- Never wear anything that can be pu!ed into the prop like a 
transmitter strap, badge lanyard or loose clothing while starting.

Dave made an inventory of his old prop box and found an 
extremely old, unopened box of Top Flite nylon propellers with 
the instruction sheets inside, yellowed with age.  They read:

“Nylon props are affected by [the] amount of moisture 
in the air and wi! become brittle and break if too dry.  
Since [the] amount of moisture may vary greatly 
&om time of manufacture, do as fo!ows... boil each 
prope!er in water for 30 minutes before first use… let 
prop stay in water until cool… A.er use of prop, 
remove &om engine, wrap in moist cloth… and store 
in water-tight plastic bag.”

Images from the field

I would like to remind all members that during the spring and summer season the poison ivy and 
ticks are plentiful in the high grass areas around the field. If you have to walk in these areas be 
careful and check yourself carefully when you emerge. We don't want anyone getting sick or 
having to suffer through itchy skin for weeks. 

Our field is also host to a numerous ground hogs, keep your eyes open for deep holes. 

Small children must not be left unattended around the creek, high grass, or pit area. 

Please remind visitors to stand behind the prop line of your aircraft. I saw a prop come off a large 
aircraft last season at idle, it traveled to the right and forward approx 15 yards in the blink of an 
eye.

New pilots, remember you must use a thick glove, chicken stick, or electric powered starter to 
start your aircraft, bare fingers are not an option. 

Lastly, the dandelions grow for a few weeks all around the field and of course they tend to attack 
the runway also. I usually mow on Thursdays so we have a good smooth surface to fly on through 

Sunday. Other than a napalm airstrike you cannot completely get rid of dandelions, we do our best with weed killers.

P.S. remember to fly the same direction others are flying when there are several aircraft in the air at one time. :)

Blue Skies,
Aaron
Field Marshal
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NEWS AND TIDBITS
BY TIM BLANKENSHIP

CLUB MONEY!! The AMA is offering up to $300 to 
clubs who promote model aviation while supporting 
local charities.  We need to have suggestion on what to 
help with in order to take advantage of this great 
rewards program!  I am thinking of hosting a TOYS-
FOR-Tots event in the fall.   Bring an unwrapped gift 
and fly for free.  I am thinking the middle of October 
and on Saturday.  Let me know if you have any 
suggestions.

NEED FOR SPEED!! If you like competition and 
racing then you will love to get involved in a program I 
will launch called pylon racing. We will all fly the same 
type of plane and 
motor and will race 
around two pylons 10 
times and the one that 
can do it the fastest 
will be the winner. 
There will be two 
classes: Trainer class -- 
we all use the same 
motor but only restrict 
the wingspan. The second class will be a true pylon 
racing plane -- the Quickee 500.  In this class we all use 
the same plane and motor.  Contact me if you are 
interested.

ADVANCE TRAINING PROGRAM IS HERE!!
The Advance training program is now ready to kick off.  
If you would like to sign up for the program let me know.  
It will take 4-8 training sessions to conduct.  First Class 
will start on June 7th.  If you want to learn how to do 
IMAC aerobatics like Inverted Flight, Performance 

Loops, Hammerhead, Procedural Turn, Split-S, 
Immelman, Cuban Eight, Knife Edge correctly then sign 
up for this program early.  I will only have 16 slots 
available.  

Also stay tuned for the 3-D training program that will be 
available in the late fall or early next year.  This class will 
teach you how to do things like a Rolling Circle, 
Waterfall, Elevator, Torque Roll and other top level 
aerobatics. 

COMBAT -- If you are 
interested in Combat flying 
then you need to see me about 
a new event that will be 
offered this fall.  It will be Zagi 
Mania!  First I will purchase all 
the needed supplies to build 
the zagis.  Then we will have a 
building session!  Then we will 
cover them and trim them out.  
Next, we will have a mass 
launch and combat event. 
Version 1 will be cheap.  Motor, servos and batteries 
ready to fly will cost you about $175.  Everyone that 
competes in the combat event will be required to use the 
same equipment to keep it fair.  I may even look for a 
package deal on ARF’s.  I will let you know.  To give you 
a teaser of what I am talking about,  I will have a demo 
at the field.  This will at least let you see for yourself if it 
might be something that you want to try.  

CLOTHING ITEMS -- I have several club clothing 
items available for sale.  If you want a club hat, t-shirts, 
or polo shirts contact me and I will let you know what I 
have left.

For Sale: Advanced Trainer (Plane, Radio Gear and Engine already installed.  I have 
won several Fun fly events with this aircraft!!  Items are used and the plane needs to 

be recovered.  All equipment works great.  $150.00 Ready to Fly!!  Call Tim 
Blankenship 578-1995

For Sale:  Trainer (Plane, Radio Gear, and Engine already installed and test ran.  Tail 
surface has one small cosmetic flaw.  $275.00  Ready to Fly!!  Call Tim Blankenship 
578-1995 

Quickee 500
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008 Intra-Club Fun Fly Series

DATE                 CLUB             LOCATION 
              

JUNE 1    10AM-4PM    RRCC        Milton Field   Charlottesville
JULY  6    10AM-4PM    FCRCFC    FCRCFC  Field  Palmyra
July  27    10AM-4PM    ERCC        Expoland RC Field   Expoland     
Aug 10    10AM-4PM   VRCFC      VRCFC Field  Harrisonburg

SCHEDULE @ 5/17/2008
PLEASE CONSULT FOR ADDITIONS

NOTE
The Intra-Club Fun Flys  will be conducted more like a Fly-In with two fun competitions and a lot of open flying.  At each club two differ-
ent competitions based more on luck and participation will be held and the points awarded for the competitions will be accumulated for 
the Grand Prizes to be awarded at the Final Intra-Club Fun Fly of the year (in the Fall). 

It is the hopes and wishes of all who participate in the organizing and operating of these events that friendship, fun and interests in our 
hobby will be cultivated through the introduction of this Intra-Club series.

APPLICABLE TO EACH EVENT
10AM  Pilot briefing concerning local field rules and operations. Description, rules and times for 
competitions will be distributed at Pilot Briefing.
Pilots must present AMA cards and surrender radios to Impound on arrival at field. 

Competitions, Fly Bys and Parade to be held between 11:30 - 1:30.  Open flying before and after. 
Consideration to be given for specific requests. 

Open to all AMA Pilots - No fees

Food & Beverages
Public Invited

Tail Gate Swaps

Great Prize Raffle

Fun Awards

For Builders & Flyers

It Flys ?
Demonstrations

Maps & Links to each Club’s Website may be found at The RC Hangar at 

 WWW.RIVANNARC.COM

Jumbo 
Fly-In

The 24th annual Ray Gordon 
Memorial Jumbo Fly-In will be held 

June 20-21, 2008 at the Valley R.C. Flying 
Club field.  Free admission to spectators, food 

and beverages available for purchase. The meet is 
AMA and IMAA sanctioned.  AMA and IMAA 

memberships required for flying participants.  There is a 
$15 landing fee, registration begins daily at 8:00 a.m.

The Contest Director I Pete Shifflett, 
540-433-9119.  

For more information contact 
Jim Stogdale, 
540-337-6757.

Had an old Stix plane that was fuel soaked. I 
replace the tail surfaces, increased the surface 
area of the ailerons, elevator and rudder sizes. 
As a result I was curious to know the correct 
balance points. I found this site, that I found 
helpful.
This Aircraft Calculator is used to calculate the Center of 
gravity and balance of your aircraft. I hope this is helpful. 25% - 
30% MAC is generally accepted as a good starting point for the 
CG of a conventional tailed aircraft.

* Static Margin is the %MAC that CG is ahead of Neutral 
Point, with a typical range of 5% to 15% as a good starting 
point.

Lower static margins indicate less static stability (greater 
elevator authority), while higher margins indicate more static 
stability (lesser elevator authority).

You can have too much static margin, which results in elevator 
stall at take off and landing.

http://www.geistware.com/rcmodeling/cg_super_calc.htm

http://www.geistware.com/rcmodeling/cg_super_calc.htm
http://www.geistware.com/rcmodeling/cg_super_calc.htm

