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PRESIDENTS KORNER 
 
Another month has gone by with fall 
fast approaching. Remember that 
some restrictions to available flying 
hours are in effect as of Sept 1st. See 
the sign just before crossing the 
creek for allowable flying hours or go 
to www.vrcfc.org and do a click were 
indicated and that will bring up a 
page with a graph of both winter 
(Sept 1st to Jan 31st) and summer 
applicable flying times. 
 
The blacked out area means NO 
ACTIVITY at all and that means no 
engines starts, taxi tests or even 
mowing.  
 
Haven’t been very active in the last 
month as I have other hobbies that 
got my attention. Just about 
destroyed my Stryker C on a flight 
but Wes R. saved it for me. I had 
launched it but immediately had 
trouble getting it trimmed. It required 
more negative elevator then the 
trims would apply. On investigation I 
found the left aileron had deformed 
"up" at the outer end. Why the 

aileron trims were not needed is a 
puzzle to me. I found that in storing 
the plane in the back seat of my 
truck in a vertical position that the 
summer heat had warped the aileron 
where the wing (aileron) had rested 
on the backside of the truck. One 
more reason for one to carefully 
examine your plane before each 
flight. I missed it. 
 
Been catching up on reading of 
Model Aviation and Model Airplane 
News , 3 months worth and noticed 
some of the following:  
 
In MA News they do a test of a 
Helicopter, the price was only $300 
for a 40 to 50 size glo fuel one called 
Kinetic 50 made by Heli-Max. The 
price is what struck me, but I guess 
one has to realize that there are a lot 
more things that have to go into that 
helo before it will fly i.e. engine, 
receiver, 4 servos, 1 gyro/servo and 
maybe a few other things. Believe 
me I’m not getting into Helo’s yet, 
maybe never, but they interest me, 
so I read. Got to get more, much 
more, stick time on the simulator. I 



maybe getting too old for my 
hand/mind reaction time to control a 
helo.  
 
Noticed in Model Aviation page 98, 
July issue, an article in Battery Clinic 
they mention a charger that appears 
to do all. Accepts 3 types of Lithium 
batteries, Li-Ion, Li-Poly, LiFe 
(A123), as well as Ni-Cd, Lead-Acid 
and NiMH, and runs off either 12V or 
120VAC. Boy what a mouth full. It 
appears to handle everything. (Until 
the next battery type comes along). It 
is made by Bantam and is model 
BC-6. Don’t know the cost but 
reading the article is worth while.  
 
Another Battery clinic article in the 
September issue of Model Av. Is a 
mention of brown out using DX6 and 
7 radios. The receiver reboots at 
voltages below 4.7 volts and takes a 
few seconds, time enough for a 
plane to go down. AMA staff looked 
into the brownout and they say it 
seems that all the problems are in 
planes using a BEC or regulators. It 
appears that when battery voltage 
goes down with flight time the BEC 
voltage at some time also drops. I 
have had that problem with the BEC 
/ESC that came with my Typhoon 
(no Spektrum receiver). As soon as 
the motor shuts off because of low 
voltage the BEC shuts down at the 
same time. Disaster then begins, no 
voltage to supply the receiver or 
servos. In my case, a spin into the 
ground with no control. I hope future 
designs of BEC/ESC units will have 
BEC voltage hand on for awhile after 
the 3 phase motor voltage cuts off. It 
can be done. 
 
 

NEXT MEETING  AT THE 
FIELD..  
 
Meeting begins at 7:30 PM 
This will probably be the last at the field for 
the year as the sun will go down too early to 
finish a meeting in October.  
Come early and fly...  
 
Regards Pres. Dave B.  
 
FOR SALE 
 
Hello fellow club members. I have 
decided to sell my P-40 N Warhawk 
in 1/5.5 scale. Anyone interested call 
me at home or my cell phone. If case 
you did not know, this plane was 
maidened by Aaron 2 weeks before 
the jumbo. I have almost 3000.00 
invested and my bottom line is 
2000.00 firm. Thanks Joe Hash  
 

 
 
 

For Sale: 
1-E-Flite Blade CP electric 
helicopter, complete and ready to fly  
with CCPM and collective pitch. Also 
includes: 
Spare main rotor blades, spare tail 
rotor blade, spare set of skids, extra 
800ma Li-Po battery for more flight 
time and better performance, 
Equinox Li-Po cell balancer, which 



works with most chargers. 
Very little time on this copter, limited 
to mostly ground time!  
Original main rotors have the ends 
scraped some, but useable. 
Price: $175.00 for everything. 
Contact: Randy Ryman-434-2646 or 
810-5084 
Will also consider trade for some sort 
of fixed wing plane. 
 
Randy  

Radio South Has Moved. 
 
Tony Stillman and Radio South have 
moved!  Their new address is:  
Radio South, Inc., 139 Altama 
Connector, Box 322, Brunswick, GA  
31525, Ph: 1-800-962-7802.  Tony 
writes a very informative regular 
column, Radio Rambling in R/C 
Report magazine and Radio South is 
a very reputable servicer of all kinds 
of radio control gear. 
 
Meet Fred Foster 
A New Member 
Of VRCFC 
 
 
I thought I would do something a 
little different this month to add to the 
news letter. 
 
If you hang around the field enough 
you find people asking who is that 
guy? Sometimes we don’t know the 
spectators from our own members. I 
think it might be a good idea to start 
putting a photo and a short bit about 
our new members to help people get 
to know each other. With that said I’d 
like to introduce you to Fred Foster.  
 

Fred came to Virginia in 1988 due to 
a job change. He did 20 years in the 
United States Air Force working with 
large mobile main-frame computers. 
He has a 2 year degree and 
extensive technical training. Back 
then 4 Megs of ram (random access 
memory) could be as big as a 
household freezer. Fred retired from 
Holloman Air force base where they 
did some of the first testing on rocket 
engines and ballistic type 
experiments. Fred said he was able 
to witness a few of the rocket chair 
tests, pretty cool Fred! Fred first 
came into contact with R.C. back in 
1977. He saw some guys flying 
around one of the bases and it 
caught his attention. 
 
Fred has an enjoyable meticulous 
nature and building caught his eye 
right off. His first build was a (Heath 
kit) and a 7 channel proportional 
radio you had to build yourself! 
Hearing that I realized how spoiled 
we have all become. Like myself, 
Fred did not get involved in R.C. until 
much later, life just happens to you 
while you are making other plans. 
Through the years Fred kept abreast 
of the hobby through R.C. 
magazines and the internet. Fred 
told me he was ready to start his 
training so he went out and got 
himself the P-51D PTS system. He is 
no doubt a war bird fan and the P-51 
Mustang is his favorite aircraft to 
date.  
 
From the Vietnam era he likes the F-
4 Phantom and today the A-10 
Warthog gives him some goose-
bumps. Me too, that A-10 tank killer 
is really a cool aircraft.  
 



Fred’s training so far is going great, 
he has good instincts and is not 

afraid to try new maneuvers. I play a 
few tricks on him but he does not 
rattle very much, he takes it all in 
stride and keeps a smile on his face.  
 
Fred has been employing the G-3 
Flight Simulator from the outset and 
you can tell it has helped him get a 
boost in his flying abilities. We had 
him landing the P-51D on his third 
round of flying! Like most of us Fred 
mis-judged the corn a bit on his first 
attempt and found out that corn 
stalks change your approach attitude 
very quickly! No problem got it fixed, 
and we’re off again.  
 
Fred told me he likes the pace of the 
Shenandoah Valley, it’s not 
expensive, and the scenery is 
second to none. Fred lives on 13 
wooded acres with his wife Patricia 
just south of New Hope. Fred was 
born in Indianapolis Indiana in 1948. 
Fred has a good sense of humor and 
he has an eye for taking great 
photos. Welcome aboard Fred!  
 
 
R/C Report Magazine 
 
For those new to the r/c hobby, you 
should know of an r/c publication that 

is not available on the newsstand:  
r/c Report magazine.  It is a no frills 
pub dedicated to the r/c art and craft 
which has great product reviews 
which are not biased by the 
manufacturers.  The reviewers tell it 
as they see it, kudos and warts are 
the name of the game.  No glossy 
pictures just good information.  
Subscription dollars go toward 
buying products that are evaluated, 
no freebies from the manufacturers. 
A great buy at $19.00 a year, $36.00 
for two years or $51.00 for three 
years.  Published monthly.  Website: 
www.rcreport.ws.  R/C REPORT, PO 
Box 1796, Madison, AL, 35758.  
Subscription Dept:  (256) 722-5279. 
 
The September issue had reviews 
on Park Zone RTF Focke Wulfe 190, 
E-Flite JN-4 Jenny, Great Planes 
Electrifly Fokker D.VII, Hangar 9 
RTF F-22 Raptor PTS, Hangar 9 
Dogota; Current Meter, Hangar 9 T-
34 Mentor, CMP A6M5 Zeke and 
Futaba 12FG Computer Radio.  
Most, if not all of these products, are 
on the shelf or can be ordered at our 
local purveyors of goodies, Linville 
Hobbies or Hi-Tec Hobbies. 
 
 
WE ARE INVITED 
 
Hello: I would like to invite you and 
your members to the Roanoke Valley 
Radio Control fly in. The date is 
September 8th during the Old Salem 
day’s festival. The time will be from 
8am to 7pm. NO entry fee! Bring 
your favorite aircraft and the family 
for some fly-in fun. AMA membership 
required and all planes will be 
subject to RVRC flying rules and 
noise policies. Directions to RVRC  



can be found at 
http://www.rvrc.org/directions.htm . 
Contact information can be found on 
our home page http://www.rvrc.org .  
 
ON THE LITE SIDE 
 
Tower: "Delta 351, you have traffic at 
10  o'clock, 6 miles!" 
 Delta 351: "Give us another hint! We 
have digital  watches!" 
 
-----------------------------------------------------------
------------- 
 Tower:  "TWA 2341, for noise 
abatement turn right 45 Degrees." 
 TWA 2341:  "Center, we are at 
35,000 feet. How much noise can we 
make up here?" 
 Tower: "Sir, have you ever heard 
the noise a 747 makes when it  hits a 
727?" 
-------------------------------------------------
----------------------- 
 
 A  student became lost during a solo 
cross-country flight. While attempting 
 to locate the aircraft on radar, ATC 
asked: "What was your last 
known position?" 
 Student: "When I was number one 
for  take-off.." 
 
-------------------------------------------------
----------------------- 
 
 A  Pan Am 727 flight, waiting for 
start clearance in Munich, overheard 
the following: 
       Lufthansa (in German): "Ground, 
what is our start clearance  time?" 
   Ground (in English): "If you want 
an answer you must speak in 
English." 
      Lufthansa (in English): "I am a 
German, flying a German  airplane, 
in Germany. Why must I speak 

English?" 
      Unknown voice from  another 
plane (in a beautiful British accent): 
"Because you lost the  bloody  war!" 
 
-------------------------------------------------
----------------------- 
 
 
  Tower:  "Eastern 702, cleared for 
take-off, contact departure on 
frequency124.7" 
   Eastern 702: "Tower, Eastern 702 
switching to Departure. By the  way, 
after we lifted off we saw some kind 
of dead animal on the far end of  the 
runway." 
   Tower: "Continental 635, cleared 
for take-off behind  Eastern 
702,contact Departure on frequency 
124.7. Did you copy that  report from 
Eastern 702?" 
  Continental 635: "Continental 635, 
cleared  for take-off, roger; and yes, 
we copied Eastern... we've already 
notified our  caterers." 
 
-------------------------------------------------
----------------------- 
 
 One  day the pilot of a Cherokee 
180 was told by the tower to hold 
short of the  active runway while a 
DC-8 landed. The DC-8 landed, 
rolled out, turned around, and taxied 
back past the Cherokee. 
 Some quick-witted  comedian in the 
DC-8 crew got on the radio and said, 
 "What a cute little  plane. Did you 
make it all by yourself?" 
 The Cherokee pilot, not  about to let 
the insult go by, came back with 
a real zinger: "I made it  out of DC-8 
parts. Another landing like yours 
and I'll have enough parts  for 
another  one." 



 
-------------------------------------------------
----------------------- 
 
 
 The  German air controllers at 
Frankfurt Airport are renowned as a 
short-tempered lot. They not only 
expect one to know one's gate 
parking location, but how to get there 
without any assistance from them. 
So it was with some amusement that 
we (a Pan Am 747) listened to the 
following exchange between 
Frankfurt ground control and a 
British Airways 747, 
Speedbird 206: "Frankfurt, 
Speedbird 206  clear of active 
runway." 
Ground: "Speedbird 206. Taxi to 
gate Alpha  One-Seven." 
 The BA 747 pulled onto the main 
taxiway and slowed to a  stop. 
 Ground: "Speedbird, do you not 
know wher you are  going?" 
 Speedbird 206: "Stand by, Ground, 
I'm looking up our gate  location 
now." Ground (with quite arrogant 
impatience): "Speedbird 206,  have 
you not 
been to Frankfurt before?" 
 Speedbird 206 (coolly): "Yes,  twice 
in 1944, but it was dark, and I didn't 
land." 
 
-------------------------------------------------
----------------------- 
 
 While  taxiing at London's Gatwick 
Airport, the crew of a US Air flight 
departing  for Ft. Lauderdale made a 
wrong turn and came nose to nose 
with a United  727. An irate female 
ground controller lashed out at the 
US Air  crew, screaming: "US Air 
2771, where the h*** are you going?! 

I told you  to turn right onto Charlie 
taxiway! You turned right on Delta! 
Stop right  there. I know it's difficult 
for you to tell the difference between 
C and  D, but get it right!" Continuing 
her rage to the embarrassed  crew, 
she was now shouting hysterically: 
"Now you've screwed  everything up! 
It'll take forever to sort this out! You 
stay right there  and don't move till I 
tell you to! You can expect 
progressive taxi  instructions in about 
half an hour, and I want you to go 
exactly where I  tell you, when I tell 
you, and how I tell you! You got that, 
US Air  2771?" "Yes, ma'am," the 
humbled crew  responded.. 
 Naturally, the ground control 
communications frequency  fell 
terribly 
silent after the verbal bashing of US 
Air 2771. Nobody  wanted to chance  
engaging the irate ground controller 
in her current state  of mind. 
  Tension in every cockpit out around 
Gatwick was  definitely running 
high. 
 Just then an unknown pilot broke 
the  silence and keyed his 
microphone,asking: "Wasn't I 
married to you  once?"  
 
-----------------------------------------------------------
------------- 
 
A  DC-10 had come in a little hot and 
thus had an exceedingly long  roll 
out after touching down. 
 San Jose Tower noted: "American 
751, make a hard  right turn at the 
end of the runway, if you are able. If 
you are not able, take the 
Guadeloupe exit off Highway 101, 
make a right at the lights and  return 
to the airport." 
-----------------------------------------------------------
------------- 



 
 
 There's  a story about the military 
pilot calling for a priority landing 
because  his single-engine jet fighter 
was running "a bit peaked". 
 Air Traffic  Control told the fighter 
jock that he was number two, behind 
a B-52 that  had one engine shut 
down. 
  "Ah," the fighter pilot remarked, 
"The dreaded  seven-engine 
approach." 
 
 
  
 
 


