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Pres’s Korner 
 
Spring is on the horizon and flying 
will be more comfortable. 
 
Last month I mentioned that I had 
bought a flight recording system from 
Eagle Tree. It records current, voltage, 
temperature and RPM which can be 
downloaded for graphing and filing on 
your computer. I mentioned that the 
LCD readout that you can use on the 
ground for immediate readings after 
landing was back ordered. Well today, 
Tower just advised that they were 
shipping that item. 
  
On the registration that I sent in, they 
asked what I would like to see added to 
the system and I said "airspeed and 
altitude". Well just a couple of weeks 
later I get an Email from them saying 
that they have just added sensors for  
altitude, airspeed, throttle position and 
motor RPM for brushless motors. 
Probably will see more later. I haven't 
even flown one flight with the Logger 
installed. I have made all the 
adapters do so on 2 planes.  The one 
thing that can become expensive is that 
some of the sensors will have to be 
permanently installed on  
some planes, that means the purchase 
of multiple sensors, one set for each 
plane. 

Went to the Central Penn Swap meet 
this past weekend and had a great time. 
A few of our club members also showed 
up. Charlie M., Mike R., Dan B., Melvin 
S. and Jim Stogdale.  MY job was on 
the door handing out raffle tickets when 
the doors opened. I had a stack of 
tickets about 10 inches high. I was 
handing them out as fast as I could  and 
that stack went down to nothing in no 
time. Had to holler for more.   
 
Charlie had that beautiful biplane that he 
showed at  a club meeting a few months 
ago for sale.  He had a few offers but 
don't know if he sold it after I last saw 
him.  I was looking for a  new case for 
Hitec Prizm 7 radio and spotted one that 
looked like it had been stored in a barn 
for years. It was dirty as heck. I 
inspected it and the cases were in 
excellent shape. I told them I only 
wanted the cases and guess what.. they 
said ten bucks, you never saw ten bucks 
come out of my pocket so fast. Well 
when I got home I cleaned it up, threw in 
a battery  and guess what, it works 
perfectly. I think it will become my Hitec 
and my present one will be the 
replacement parts one. Only thing I 
found was that it appears to be drawing 
more current then my present Hitec. I'll 
have to keep an eye on battery voltage 



to see if its going to be a problem. If it is, 
I'll open it up and use an IR temperature 
meter and look around the circuits for 
hot spots, probably a leaky 
capacitor. Lots of nice planes were for 
sale but also there were a lot of junks. 
Not many LiPo batteries around, a few 
2cell but not 3 cell. Lots of old Conquest 
radios. Lots of servos both name and 
none named brands. HiTec being the 
most prevalent.  Bought one of 
those very small helicopters for 25 
bucks, 40 at Target. Have been flying it 
around the living room. Easy to keep in 
the air but always seems to be moving 
too fast when you try and land it. More 
practice I guess.  
 
Finally got a hold of AMA regarding 
Field mowing arrangements and they 
are going to get back to me. 
 
Well all for now.. See you at the field.    
  
 Pres. Dave.  

 
Safety notes 

Safety Reminder 

It’s a matter of common sense. 

Every aviation vehicle and its pilot have 
limitations.  The privilege to fly a high 
performance model airplane can only be 
maintained if the pilot/owner act 
responsibly in its operation. 

Responsible operation is defined as, 
staying within the published limitations 
of the machine in regards to power 
loading and airspeed, and a flight profile 
that does not threaten the safety of 
nearby persons and property. 

Pre-flight checks of the airframe and 
proper repair and maintenance are also 
included in the definition of “responsible 

operations”. Experience can only be 
obtained with time and frequent 
operation.  So, if one is deficient in this 
department, please respect this 
limitation as well. 

Thank you for your attention and 
continue to enjoy our very special sport. 

 

23rd Annual Ray Gordon 
Jumbo Fly-In 
 
VOLUNTEER 
 
Greetings to all fellow VRCFC 
members, 
 
“It takes a village to raise a child” 
statement also parallels to hosting a 
Jumbo Fly-In.  Plain and simple…..I 
need all club members to participate 
(meaning to volunteer for a post) in 
the hosting of our Annual event.  
Some may not be able to attend for 
work or other prior engagements;  
Others have health concerns that 
limit their ability to do physical work.  
But most…who fly or involved in 
RC…are able to help. 
 
I think sometime we may have the 
misconception that the Contest 
Director (CD) is the one that does all 
the work.  The CD does a majority of 
the start up and running the event, 



that is true, but I need the “village” to 
help make it work flawlessly.  
 
So much of what goes on at an 
event is behind the scenes and for 
the most part goes unnoticed and 
unrecognized.  THAT is the biggest 
reason people come back!!  They 
like how well they were treated and 
how cooperative everyone was.  I 
think sometimes we fail to realize the 
importance of those small tasks. 
   
My philosophy is ….If you have no 
complications at an event, it’s due 
mainly to the club members, not the 
CD. His job is to make sure issues 
are addressed and responded to 
quickly (One Chief…many Indians).  
Our job as “village” is to host the 
event.  “Host” means you put 
yourself and your flying aside for the 
day, or for the afternoon, or for the 
entire event and focus on others!   
Little things make a huge impact!  
Letting someone borrow your seat 
for shade, using your starter, or 
giving up a prop or some glue.  I 
have even taken planes and a pilot 
home for the evening before to 
rebuild a damaged fuselage so that 
they can fly the next day!  The smile 
on their faces should make you feel 
really good about giving of yourself 
to others.  That is what is involved in 
“hosting” an event! 
 
You want to see this event grow and 
prosper so that we can do other 
things for the club, then you have to 
be there to help out.  We want to 
have a great field and have goods 
and services provided (like mowing) 
so that we can enjoy the other 51 
weekends out of the year flying 
ourselves!!  Your presence at this 

event matters.  It matters to me!  It 
shows that it’s not Tim Blankenship’s 
event! it is the Valley RC flying Club 
event!!  
 
Ok…here is what I have so far.  I 
only have 1 positions filled out of a 
total of 2 command positions.  Under 
each of the 8 sub command 
positions, are several areas that 
need attention and bodies available 
to do the work.  Only one of those 
has been addressed.  What do you 
want me to put you down for??  Take 
a day off work or put in for a vacation 
day and come join me for what I 
hope will be a wonderful time at the 
23rd Ray Gordon Jumbo Fly-In. 
 
Thanks for listening, 
 
Tim Blankenship  CD (Jumbo)   
 
 

Swap Meet bits 
 
SWAP MEET A BIG SUCCESS   
 
Weyers Cave,VA. Saturday Feb.17th  
 
The Valley R/C Flying Club held their 
2nd Annual Swap Meet and Model 
Show.   
 
With over 40 vendors participating, the 
tables were covered with bargains 
galore. The doors opened promptly at 
9:00 am and a huge crowd of interested 
buyers were greeted by the club 
members. With delicious breakfast 
sandwiches from the girls in the 
kitchen to keep everybody energized, it 
was time for some serious wheeling and 
dealing! From Planes, to Trains and 
Automobiles, anything R/C related was 
on hand. I was especially interested in a 
huge Ex- Military Drone that was for 
sale, but that sly old Randy Ryman 



grabbed that one up and snuck her 
home. The buying and selling continued 
until around 1:00 when a Live Auction 
took place. Talk about some deals...The 
entire event was highlighted by a Large 
Static Model Show with many beautiful 
models on display. The Club plans to 
continue holding this event annually, 
with Feb.16th, 2008 as next years 
date. A special thank you to all the club 
members who made this event possible, 
and to everyone who attended.  
 
Report by Dan Barrick    
 

Field Mowing 
 
Field mowing... An agreement with the 
Aaron Swindle for field mowing should be 
ready in a week or so. The board 
researched the liability concerns finding that 
those concerns appear not to be a problem 
for the club or property owner. 
                           

New York guys  
  
What do you get when you cross Buffalo 
Wings and the R.C. Hobby? You get 
Jerry Willette and Bruce Reed from New 
York plus a great afternoon of flying and 
fun.! Bruce and Jerry contacted us and 
said they are heading our way again for 
the third year in a row come April 15th. 
They first found us through the internet 
and were very attracted to our club 
because it is relaxed, and not riddled 
with too many rules and regs compared 
to other clubs. Bruce lives in Keene 
Valley N.Y. Jerry lives approximately 1 
hour south of Bruce  
As far as flying R.C. they are pretty 
much connected at the hip. Jerry has 
been flying for about 25 years he flies it 
all, including the Raptor class 
helicopters. Wanna see some cool stuff 
with a chopper, come watch Jerry fly 
one afternoon. 
Bruce Reed is no slouch either when it 
comes to “hucking” around the pattern. 
He started out 11 years ago and met up 

with Jerry at a local fly-in, they've been 
friends and flying buddies ever since. 
Bruce told me recently he has 3 of the 
new M&M livery Cap580's. He's been 
flying all three of them on a regular 
basis. Jerry broke his 580 in at our field 
last year, they are really beautiful 
airplanes. Bruce told me one of the 
flying magazines that featured VRCFC's 
fly-in from 2006 also captured Bruce at 
a fly-in on the very next page of the  
same magazine. Quite a neat 
coincidence.  
 
Last year, a whole mess of us ended up 
in Lowes’ parking lot ‘till the wee hours 
flying electrics, we had a good time. We 
usually spend the afternoons eating hot 
peanuts, chicken wings, or hot 
dogs...depending on the order of the 
day. These guys like to eat! Besides the 
fun of flying, food and fellowship both 
Jerry and Bruce have some great 
stories to tell about other clubs, fly-ins, 
mishaps...they've seen a lot in their R.C. 
travels. Lets not forget the knowledge 
factor here either, these guys know their 
stuff when it comes to airplanes, motors, 
flight dynamics, what’s good..what’s not. 
They usually stay here for 10-15 days 
depending on their work schedules. 
Bruce works for the city he lives in, and 
Jerry owns his own copper roofing 
business. Do yourself a favor and pull 
up a chair with these guys while they 
are here, you won’t regret it.  
  
Aaron****  
 

Field Marshal Clips 
 
NOTAM: I went ahead and gave the 
field its first heavy rolling of the season, 
I will most likely do it again as the grass 
begins to green up. Back in December I 
aerated the field with a spiker drum...it 
seems to have helped the soil a good 
deal from what I can tell thus far. 
If I can I am also going to de-thatch the 
grass to help it grow more evenly 



through the season. The reason I want 
the grass as healthy as possible is; it 
keeps the weeds from taking over which 
just creates more expense having to buy 
weed killer chemicals. We are not really 
in the (grass growing business here), 
but the field is so nice it really deserves 
the best we can give it. I went to a few 
other flying fields this last season, and 
let me tell you we are blessed to have 
the Village Inn flying field.  
  
By the way a little info on our field and a 
touch of history: If you look up (Village 
Inn) on (Google Earth) the interactive 
topographical world map (what a 
mouthful)...you'll see the field listed as 
(Pure Village). Some time back in 
history our field was a regular little 
G.A. airfield. They used to fly J-3 cubs 
and Aeronca's from the field. The field is 
approx 1,000 feet long and 
approximately 66 feet wide. Facing 
North and South the field reads 2 
degrees off from 360'-180' almost dead 
perfect. The wind has a tendency to 
blow in a southwesterly direction. The 
day you need to maiden an aircraft it 
will always blow in the wrong direction)! 
Go figure! This valley is one pretty place 
to fly R.C. and the real thing no doubt. 
P.S. back in December we saw & heard 
something interesting in the sky out at 
the field. Myself, Cheri, Randy 
Sampson, Todd Jones, and Chris were 
at the field on Christmas Eve afternoon. 
I was flying my Telemaster when we 
began to hear someone yelling "Ho Ho 
Ho Merry Christmas" in the distance. I 
looked up to the north end of the field 
and there in a paraglider was Santa 
Claus cruising along speaking into a 
microphone headset. I did a few loops 
for him and he waved at us and bid us 
another Merry Christmas. Someone said 
Vern Michaels owns a paraglider....I 
wonder if it was him.?  
That was really cool!  
  
Aaron**** 
 

Builders Corner 
 
Hello fellow members. Just thought I'd 
share a pic of my newest bird with you. 
Its called a (Bucker Jungman), German 
sport plane. Robert Cline gave me the 
kit over a year ago and its finally nearing 
completion. I think I should have the 
Bucker ready to go in about 2 weeks. I 
put a an O.S. 1.2 AX on the front, 
should scoot along pretty nice. It builds 
out at around 12 lbs. The wings are 
around 65"....the aircraft itself is like a 
90 size. Its a Carl Goldberg model and it 
is no longer produced. Kind of a 
bummer, it was very popular and is 
known for it's good handling and 
forgiveness. Rob Levine had to order 
the cowling from a guy in Canada. Well, 
thanks for reading and hope to see you 
at the field this spring. 
 
Aaron 
 

 
 
 

TREASURER’S NOTE 
 

2007 Membership dues are 
(over)due and payable.  
Send to Cheri Duncan, P O 
Box 1113, Dayton, VA 
22821 
 



 
 

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED:   
 
Volunteers to train new flyers on the 
control necessary for the art of trickery 
that is used to fool air into supporting an 
object while in motion through that 
medium. Would like to have at least 6 or 
7 expert members and one person to 
sort of head it up.  Great benefit 
package.   
 
Contact Prez Dave. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


